
Summary – Side event at IUFRO World Congress 2 October 2019 
 
Forests and Society Towards 2050 – A dilemma for the Nordic model  

The panel discussed key elements for sustainable forest management towards 2050. It became 
clear that no single model fits all regions, but several commonalities were found.  

During the XXV IUFRO World Congress 2019 in Brazil, Curitiba, Nordic Forest Research (SNS) 
and SIFI jointly organised a side event to elaborate prerequisites for forestry towards 2050. Mr. Jan 
Heino, Senior Advisor at SIFI, introduced lessons learned from Nordic forestry as a point of 
departure for the panel discussion. Dr. Fredrik Ingemarson moderated the panel with participants 
from four continents.  
 
■ Ms. Chen Yujie, Deputy Director, Division of International Cooperation, Chinese Academy of Forestry 
■ Dr. Daniel A Ofori, Member Governing Council, African Forest Forum (AFF) and Director of CSIR-Forestry Research 
Institute of Ghana 
■ Prof. Luiz Carlos Estraviz Rodriguez, University of Sao Paulo 
■ Mr. Knut Øistad, Senior Advisor, Think Tank for International Forestry Issues, SIFI 
■ Ms. Ash Lehto, International Forestry Students Association, IFSA  
■ Ms. Therese Nyberg, Swedish Forestry Student Organization 

Population growth and climate change 

The panel focused on global trends as the framework to elaborate key elements of future sustainable 
forestry models. Above all, the vastly increasing need for agricultural land was identified as a main 
challenge. Simultaneously, climate change was stressed as a megatrend influencing all community 
sectors. 

Ownership and tenure  

The issue of forest ownership and tenure was repeatedly mentioned by the panel as a crucial 
building block for forestry models towards 2050. It was emphasized that development towards 
sustainability will not succeed without empowerment of and contribution by the local communities 
and people. One conclusion of the panel discussion was that work toward clear land tenure and user 
rights must continue to help achieve sustained use and maintenance of forests.  

Forest education and research 

Forest education and research was another issue with a high profile in the discussion. The panel 
underlined the need to broaden and transform education to reflect societal changes by including new 
topics and taking more holistic and inter-disciplinary approaches. Forest education must reflect 
accelerated urbanization which has divided countries into sparsely populated rural areas and cities 
with inhabitants often alienated from forestry and agriculture. Research must also respond to these 
demographic and societal changes and to the need for innovative technologies. Student recruitment 
should use better communication, showcasing promising job opportunities and corresponding 
professional challenges. The panel concluded that developing forest education and research should 
include an ongoing active planning dialogue across sectors to prepare for continuous, evolving and 
accelerating changes.    

  



Forest policies and stable institutions  

Competition for land, continuing forest degradation, and demand for food and fossil-free energy for 
growing populations will bring tremendous challenges to governance. The panel stressed the 
importance of consistent forest policies and stable institutions. Because a growing demand for food 
is the main driver of forest land conversion, forest policies should not be dealt with in isolation. The 
panel considered it vital to grow and stabilize forestry institutions’ capacity to participate in efforts 
toward sustainable management systems. These systems may include smart intensification of land 
resources and integrated restoration to bring degraded forests back into sustainable management.  

Functioning markets 

Lack of functioning market mechanisms is often a major challenge in developing the forest sector. 
Despite the future growth of global markets for sustainable forest products and the vast lands 
available to establish a resource base through tree-based restoration, the development of strong 
markets for forest products faces severe challenges. In developing countries, a slow return on 
forestry investments and forest industries often hamper development of sustainable forest 
management. Creating a demand for timber of all dimensions and other forestry products is 
interlinked with the forest sector governance and, more broadly, with the general economic 
conditions. To develop strong local and national markets beneficial for society, the panel concluded 
that simultaneous governmental and private sector efforts are needed for successful development.  

Multidimensional interests  

Finally, the panel noted that future multiple use of forests will include new forest user groups, with 
a focus on topics like health and conservation. Economic objectives will have to be integrated with 
many other goals in the future. This requires strong communication and interaction between 
professional foresters and diverse user groups. Further, the panel underlined the need to integrate 
indigenous people, their traditional rights and knowledge with forest and landscape management. 
The panel concluded that in the future, the forest sector must focus more on recognizing multi-
dimensional interests by building new systems and platforms for cross-sector collaboration. 

The Nordic Forestry Model 

The Nordic countries benefit enormously from the various economic, social and environmental 
values of their forest resources. Still, Northern Europe, like many other regions, faces accelerating 
developments like conflicting demands and new consumer preferences. The Nordic forestry model 
was a useful starting point for the panel discussion that also reflected the theme of the upcoming 
IUFRO World Congress in Stockholm 2024 – Forest and Society Towards 2050.  
 
It was clear from the panel discussion that similar challenges exist across the globe. Exchange of 
lessons learned between regions will help adapt forestry models in accordance to future challenges. 
Considering developments in the European Union, the Nordic forestry model will have to find new 
platforms to manage multidimensional interests. 
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