“Nordic forest sector in the biobased economy - challenges
for political science and economics”

The SNS-supported workshop “The forest
sector in the biobased economy: perspec-
tives from policy and economic sciences”
was organised in Uppsala 28-29 August
2013. The meeting generated several publi-
cations and side-event presentations. One
main conclusion of the project is that the
forest sector must take lessons from eco-
nomic and political sciences to enhance its
contribution to a sustainable, green econo-
my. to a green economy.

The biobased economy

The road toward the realization of a biobased
economy involves complex policy and economic
challenges. The workshop “The forest sector in
the biobased economy: perspectives from policy
and economic sciences” was organized in Upp-
sala 28-29 August to identify current social sci-
ence findings on the topic and spot future re-
search needs within the biobased economy -
from a political science/economics/business
administration perspective (the role of consum-
ers, innovation and CSR, policy formation, the
role of forest industry, incentives). The meeting
provided a better understanding on how eco-
nomic and political drivers can contribute to a
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bioeconomy to implement appropriate regula-
tions, and get incentives right. It showed that
socio-economic research available can guide
stakeholders’ strategies and contribute to policy
decisions and also a critical awareness.

A concept with different definitions
The workshop concluded that the definition of
the bioeconomy varied - from a very broad un-
derstanding encompassing all products and
services from the forest; to a narrow definition
concentrating on new innovations of biomateri-
als, fuels and chemicals in biotechnological pro-
cesses. In both cases, social science is needed to
clarify the societal dimension of the bioecono-
my.

The workshop

The presentations highlighted two key roles of
the social sciences. The first involves the con-
ceptualization and definition of the biobased
economy idea and the implications for society
and the forest sector. This inquiry is crucial as
the bioeconomy concept is vague and contested
and may therefore be used differently and with
different policy implications. The second group
of presentations dealt with drivers, obstacles
and effects of a biobased forest economy, such
as innovation processes, bioenergy policies,
corporate strategies and consumer behavior.
Together, the contributions underscored and
illustrated how the transformation toward a
biobased economy needs to be further dis-
cussed, examined and even questions in an
open public exchange instead of an issue for
‘specialists’ only. Further, the workshop clearly
demonstrated that the forest sector’s contribu-
tion to the biobased economy must take into
account decisions and behavior among policy-
makers, industry and consumers.

The meeting has been documented in a Pro-
ceedings publication. A couple of presentations,
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including a conceptual paper by Kleinschmit et
al, were published in a Special Issue of the
Scandinavian Journal of Forest Research. The
project furthermore generated side-events at
conferences and other activities.
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